Loch Raven High School: Summer/First Quarter Reading
During the next few months, students enrolled in English will be expected to complete the grade-appropriate assignment below. Students are encouraged to complete their reading and compile their articles during the summer as they will have assigned reading for the school year beginning in September. Prioritizing will allow students to complete the summer reading during the summer and avoid additional work during the school year.  All students are to be prepared to write an essay, participate in class discussions, submit critical reading activities, and/or demonstrate reading comprehension in other English class activities. GT/AP students are expected to have their works ready immediately upon their return to school. 
	Reading requirements for novels/plays:

	· Students must bring their books with them to class on each assessment day.

· Plan to have the book/s from the library if not purchased. 

· Notes are expected of all students and may be used on the assessment.  Only handwritten notes will be permitted; nothing typed, which could have been printed from the internet, will be accepted.  

· Each book has been chosen for its relevance to the curriculum. These books are readily available in local libraries and book stores.  
· All works require a completed Reading Record Card.  See subsequent pages for guidelines.


	Reading requirements for Opinion articles /Commentaries:

	· Critical reading articles must be mounted on 8.5x11 sheets of paper and include the following information:  Bibliography in MLA format and a 5-7 sentence summary of the article.  

· The articles must be Opinion articles /Commentaries and come from a reputable source (Newsweek, Time, US News and World Report, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, CNN, BBC, New York Times, etc.).


	Standard / Honors Assignments       Students will be assessed beginning October 1. 

Any student who does not complete the assignments will receive zeroes.  Students who complete the assignment on something other than that which the directions indicate will receive reduced credit.  

	English 9  Standard/ Honors  

The Contender by Robert Lipstye

5 Opinion articles /Commentaries
	English 10  Standard/ Honors  

The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho
5 Opinion articles /Commentaries

	English 11  Standard/ Honors  

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
10 Opinion articles /Commentaries
	English 12  Standard/ Honors  

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon
10 Opinion articles /Commentaries


	GT/ AP Assignments      Students will be assessed immediately upon returning to school.
Students taking GT English 9 or 10, or AP English 11 or 12 are expected to read special literary works related to the GT/AP curriculum. Students may use completed notes for each of the assigned readings below.  


	GT English 9  

House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros
Their Eyes were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston
	GT English 10  

Cry, the Beloved Country by Alan Paton
Siddhartha by Hermann Hesse



	AP English 11  

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald


The Crucible by Arthur Miller

Biography/Autobiography of an American Political Figure (200+pages)
	AP English 12  

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen
The Wild Trees by Richard Preston
Poetry Assignment (See LRHS website for details of the assignment.)


Reading Record Card
You will be assigned to submit a reading record card (RRC) for all works read.

Each RRC must contain the following:
1. 
Title and author (underline the title)
2.
Brief Bio of author (date/place of birth, date of death)

3. 
Date of original copyright
4. 
Themes

5. 
Setting
6. 
Brief Plot Summary

7. 
Character Identification
8. 
Major Symbol and what each represents

9. 
Distinguishing features (What is unique about this particular text?  Format?  Style?  Etc.)
10. 
Personal reaction

All cards are to be submitted on 4x6 index cards in ink and handwritten.

Be sure to provide specific details and explanations.

All requirements must be HIGHLIGHTED.  See the bolded topics in the sample below.

Reading record card, example* Real RRCs must be handwritten in ink on 4x6 index cards only.  You should write on the front and back of the 4x6 card.
The Joy Luck Club, 
Author:  Amy Tan 
Biography:  b.1952/ l. in San Francisco Bay Area, California

Setting: San Francisco, California, 1980s, 

Theme: the relationship between mothers and daughters, learning from experience, hope, obedience to one’s parents

Characters: Suyuan Woo (founder of the San Francisco Joy Luck Club, June’s mother) An-mei Hsu (Roses’ mother, wanted Rose to save her marriage), Lindo Jong (Waverly’s mother, wanting Waverly to take advantage of American Opportunities), Ying-ying St. Clair (mother of Lena, lead a secret life) Jin-mei “Jane” Woo, Rose Hsu Jordan, Waverly Jong, Lena St. Clair

Plot: The book is divided into four parts, two devoted to the mother’s lives, two to that of the daughter’s.  The first section describes the mothers’ childhoods in China. The second describes the daughter’s childhoods. The third section describes the daughter’s lives recently. The fourth section describes what happened after the mother’s childhoods in the US and how the mothers see themselves in the daughters and try to help them balance their lives. Jane, being encouraged by her dad, joins the Joy Luck Club after her mother’s death. Here she learns previously unknown stuff about her mother. Her ‘aunties’ tell her much, including the two daughters her mother left in China are still alive. June tells of her childhood, unwillingly being smart and playing piano for her mother. When she grows up, he mother throws a big dinner for her. She learns her mother does not favor Waverly over her, and receives a jade necklace to enforce that rationale. After her mother’s death, June takes her father’s and “Aunties”’ advice, and goes to China to see her sisters. The mothers of the character list all are in the Joy Luck Club and have daughters with whom they share their life with, and give lessons they have learned to. The daughters eventually realize the mothers are right.

Major symbols: Feathers from 1000 li away represents the mothers’ special stories of childhoods in China. 26 malignant gates represent lack of understanding between mother and daughter. American Tradition represents what the daughters take from maternal advice, be it correct or not. Queen Mother of the Western Skies represents stories of lost innocence and how the mothers try to help. The Joy Luck Club represents the characters’ pretending it is a new year every week and forgetting past wrongs and hopes that weeks would be lucky.
Distinguishing Features:  This work has excellent real-life plots for each character. The characters are very realistic and express universal characteristics. Each story is written in great detail and they incorporate fact and fiction.

Personal Reaction:  I enjoyed reading this book. It was very realistic and because my mother is Asian also, I could especially relate to many of the experiences the girls had. However, the format of the book was a little jumbled, thus hard to match the names with the correct story. Overall, it was well written, and I thought it to be quite interesting.
